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= Thelyar, the Saks of the bretheren, © 
.@ whipp'd out ofthe Temple and preſanceof God. 


Being an expoſition upon the 2. chap- 


of the 2. Epiſtle of peter, occaſioned by 
ſome who made uſe of thai chapter to confute the 
judgements of others, who themſely es are the perſons there 
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IF. Of the au tward Court, what and where it is, who lives in it, 
and how» bow in it are Dogs, Sotcerers, Whoremongers', Marther- 
ers, Idolaters, and whoſoever levetb and maketh a lie. 


111. The fall of mans Rigbtesuſneſſe; bow it came, for what, and 
when. The fall of tbe devil; bow it came, for what, and when. That 
men and devils ds betray themſelves, are caught in their own ſnares, - 
1 beaten with their own weapons,and how. : 


} IV. All fin forgiven, and in what ſence all men ars ſaid io be 
* ſaved, and bow: of falſe teachers that deny Cbriſt, and bow and what 
| the} ate: that they themſelves,or the worſs of men are ſaved, and how. 


V. Many particulars opened concerning Chrift » bow and what 
he is ; wherein is manifeſted what it is to dem him, and whe they 
are that do it. 


VI. Nom; ile ugh we deny Cbriftgget are we hitze he cant dem ns, 


VII. How none are to teach but Chriſt, & none we are to bear but 
Chriſt: what it is to be taught: of the works of faith: bow and what 
they are: wherein is manifeſt the faith of falſe Teachers» and the re- 
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IX. Not to ſee or believe «full end of fin, is damnation: what is 
meant by the eld world, Sodom and Gomorrah: of the torments of 
bell, bow and what they are, in a myſke19. ; 


X. What it is to walk after the fleſb» to deſpiſe government: and 
ſpeak evil of dignities z how, and what they are, all in a myſtery. 
XI- Of the geod and evil Angelt.bow and what they arezof the 
one accuſing and the other excuſing, the one curſed and the other bleſ- 
ſed:that to ſpeak evil of any man is not to follow the example ofChriſt, 
but tbe devil; and tbey are ſuch who live and walk in forms» 0u:ward 
verſbips, & c. according to the fleſh. 


XII. WPhatit is to go in the way af Cain, ts follow the error of 
Balaam, and per iſp in the gain - ſoying of Corab, what is meant by 
Balaams aſſe, and who rides bim. | 


XIII. What is meant by wells without water ,trees without fruit, 
raping waves, wandering Starres, bow to them is reſerved the black- 


eſſe of darkreſſe. 


XIV. Concerning ſome which draw. back to perdition and 
would intice otters, who and what they are: what is meant by thoſe 
of the world, wbo they are, and bow we may know them. 
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And wherein found too light, 
REPROVED. 


CHAP. I. 
That the greateſt profeſſors, are the greateſt perſecutors; 


that the beſt of mans righteonſneſſe is but earth, how 
it js re proved, caſt out, and when. 


Hereas it is the nature, and hath been the 
practiſe of ſome, who live in lower diſpen- 
ſations, ( as under Forms, Ordinances , 
© Churcch-fellowſhips, c.) and know not 
the Lordmaliciously to declare & ſpue out, 

from the ſelf. imagination of their own 
hearts, falſe, ſcandalous, and reproachful ſpeeches, falſely 
accuſing they know not who, and for they know not what, 
and ſo for want of a true diſcerning ſpitit, ſpeak evill of 
thoſe things they know not, indeavouring what they can 
by all human wifdome(as that which isdevilliſh) to make 
odious to the world, or carnal men, both the truth, and 
thoſe that enjoy it ; uttering forth their own ſhame, envy 
and malice, like floods of water, to drown and to devout 
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Jer. 9. 3s 7; 
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(if ie were poſſible) the e truth; according : 
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Acts 23. 
334, 5* 


ad if te Urieten of che great red dr 
whom pereetving is own Kingdome, 


Alan: Righteonſneſſe Examined: 

in Rev. 12. who 
f 8 x 2 be khingdome of dark - 
neſſe, to be going down, by rei of another Kingdome, 
The king dome of Lipht 9 in, and bhimſelf, the prince of 
darkneſſe, falling from heaveri, as from his throne, by rea- 
fon of another Prince, the Prince of Light, or Child Jeſus 
riſing up to his chrome 5 which thing to prevent, as char 
Chrit ſhould not reigne, this devouring Lion, the great 
blood: fucking Dragon, ſtands ready with his mouth open 
to ſwallow up (if he could) every appeararif. of this new 
born King, the Child Jeſus ; out of whoſe mouth proceeds 
water 48 a flvodto vvercothe (if it were poſſible ) the wo- 
man which brought forth this man-Child ; which flood 
of water is envy, malice, and the like, ſuch as before hath 
been faid to preceed out of the meuihs of men,zealous men 
which are alſo inſtruments, that the devil makes uſe of to 
ſpeak through and by, and to ſpit out his venome and poj- 
ſon, by which he would bat is not able) overcome and 
deſtroy the truth, is at laſt overcome and deliroyed him- 


"Thus tlie greateft profeſſors are ſometimes the greateſt 
perſecutors, as Saul before he was a Paul, whoſe profeſſion 
like ſhadows, will away, as the ſubſtance God himſelf ap- 
pears: but all formal religion, heavenly ſnew of worſhip, 
zeafous devotion, pare fteſhly righteouſneſſe, and what- 


ſoever elſe, which dragon-like, hath and doth peefecute 


the truth, ſhall be reproved and caft out into the earth, 


that 12, it ſhall no longer appear to be heavenly, but earth 


Re. 12. 16. 


ly; or that part of the earth which by men was exalted and 
routned ney» | apainft the true holinefle Jeſus 
Chrift,ſhall appear to be filthinefſe and ſo is caft out; the 
earch ſhall take it in, or it ſhall appear to our apprehenfions 
to be but earth, and ſo worſe then at the beginning, as before 
it appeared any thing. 53 181 
And thus earth beipel the woman, and doth alwaie 
help the truth, when it cakes into it, all outward,formg)l 
hoſineſſe and righteouſneffe of men, which is alwaich ig 
enemy oftrach,and fo cauſeth it to be look d upon and gp» 


And wherein found #00 light, teproved. - H. 
pear as no better then che earth or the filth of a Jakes - 14. 54 6. 
houſe ; and being thus caſt out, as known and accoumed © _ 
to be but earth and earthlineſſe, filth and filthineſle , it 
perſecutes the more; as the dragon, when he ſaw that he 
was caſt out of heaven, then he followed on to perfecute: Re. 12.13. 
firſt he was exalted, but being caſt down, he then perſecu- Y 5rd. 
ted: but was repr oved for his labour, as che righteouſneſſe 
of man is. | | | op 

But now this holineſſe and righteouſneſſe of men in its Job 35.5, 
place, and as to men, is good, but out of its place, and az to 7.8. 
God ( or as fo accounted by men) it is evil, filthy and Pal · 5. a. 
abominable, and fo is caſt out and deftroyed, I ſay, this 
holineſſe of men, for exalting it ſelf, or being by men ex- Theſ 2, 
alted, above what it ought to be, as in the place of God. - 
to do the works of God, which is to manifeſt Gods dwel- 
ling in a ſoul, or to evidence faith or the new birih, be- 
came one with the devil, doing the works of the devil, and 
ſo was caſt down to hell, among devils and wicked menz 
or is now made appear to be in the outward Court, or 
carnal ftate, the Court of the Gentiles, or carnal men, 
though zealous profeſſors, and is alſo Sodome and Gomorrab, 
the place where our Lord was crucified. F 


Cua?P: II. 


Of the outward Conrt, what and where it is, who lives in 
it, aud hom, hom in it are Dogs,Sorcerers, V horemom- 
gers, Murtherers, Idolaters aud whoſoever loveth and 
maketh alye. 


A Nd nov in this outward Court or-carna! ſtate, are 
dogs, &c. as it ie written, without are dogs, ſorcerers, Rea.) 
wboremongers, murtherer s, idolators and whoſoever lopeth and ma- 45. 


keth a ly, they are all in the outward Court, that is in the 
fleth without the ſpirie, and ſo che beſt of mens holineſſe, 
zeal and religion, which is qutwardly and according to 
the fleſh is but in the outward Court, or without the gate 
im. che fleſn, where our Lord ee >7 IE 8 
* 2 . a ut 


. Man r rigbteomſueſſe examined: 
What is Bat to explain theſe words concerning dogs, ſorcerers, &c: 
meant by that we may the better know who they are and what they 
1236 10, are, let us conſider of their nature where it inhabits. 

11. 1+ That by Dogs is meant carnal men, ſuch whoſe na- 
Mat. 7. 6. ture is doggiſh, and that dwells in them, as to be alwayes 
2 tet. a. barking, biting, ſnapping and ſnarling, as perſecuting, 

22. reproaching, ſlandering and back · biting their fellow- 
Pf creatures, catching at what they can, cither in, words or 
John 8.6. actiont, that they mighe have to accuſe them as the Phari- 
ſees did by Chriſt, and ſo to bring them into bondage or 
under contempt of the world, becauſe they, agree not with 
them in their judgements, wayes and worſhips, and thus 
in men dwells the nature of dogs, while they remain in 
that ſtate of nature; and not only of doge, but alſo of ſor- 
cerers, whoremongers, murtherers and idolaters, wherein 
they alſo become the ſame : and ſo much coneerning men, 
firſt, as dogs · | 
what is 2. They. are Sorcerers who. uſe witchcraft, and 
meant by like Simon Magus, think the gift of God ( by which 
Sorcerers. men are inabled to preach and publiſh the Word of God) 
—— 54 to be ſuch a gift as may be bought with money ,or gained 
Wo, by the art of mans wiſdome, humane learning, &c. but 
theſe gifts that are thus bought, men do the fruits there- 
of thus ſell, and ſo through much covetouſneſſe, guile 
and deceit, bhewitch, allure and deceive many thouſands of 
poor ſouls, telling them of a God without them, but not 
within them; of ſalvation to be gained by them, but not 
for them; and to be injoyed after this life deceaſed, but 
not in this life manifeſted, and ſo with feigned words and 
ſeducing ſpirits deceive them for whom Chrift died, keep- 
ing them Rill under ignorance and blindneſſe, making 
- of them, who themſelves love to have it ſo, and thus 
Ja. 3. 31. do they bewitch and are þewitched. But 
What 3 Whore-mdn ers, and they are ſuch, who go a who- 
— Y ring after range fleſhy(as after firange gods) wayes and 
mongers. Worſhips which men ſet up as gods, which in truth are 
Jude 79» no gods at all, but creature- inventions or mens tra- 
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ditions, and that fall in love with other Ioverz, | as with 


the 


of Chriſt, fight and rebe 


as the devil, be caſt into hell fire. 


teouſneſſe, and ſo forth; together with theic own luſte, 


3 


ſporting and delighting themſelves with ic, as with their Eph. 5. 3. 
wn dec by they deceive heir, own ſouls} Pro.. 31. 


own deceivings (where 
and that have eyes full of adultery, ſeeing and denolcun 
evill in things (as where it is not, ) and cannot yet ceaſe 
from the knowledge and actings, and ſo they commit 
fornication with every abomination, whereby they dtfile 
their on bodies, and make the Temple of God a Tem- 
ple of harlots. F;! 1 
4. They are Murtherers (though profeſſors) who like 
Herod, the Devil and Judas, for want of a true knowledge 
be againſt Chriſt( which they do) 
when they ſeek to quench the ſmoaking flax, and break the 
bruiſ:d reed, as to niurtker, kill and flay every appearance 
of Chriſt in his people, by perſecuting (ome, impriſon- 
ing ſome, and killing of 'others, and ſo they murther 
men; which makes them (in whom theſe appearances of 
Chriſt were, and thus ſlain) to cry with a leud voice, How 
long O Lord holy and true, deft thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth?as in the outward Court, (or in 
a natural _ upon formes, duties and outward obſer- 
vations, (as things which are not ſpirit and truth, ) who 
in them as in the outward Courts, would, thus perſecute, 
kill and ſlay both us, and every appearance of thee in us 


that is not according to their form, way and worſhip, 


wherein they would reigne as Kings, and ſo (like the 
devil) have a kingdome to themſelves, and thus cheyare 
murtherers. | | 


5. They are ldolaters, in that they idolize, ſee up and What is | 
maintain any man , form, thing, way, worſhip or meant by 
opinion contrary to Chriſt and the truth, which all ſuch Idolatem. 


things are, that are not Chrif} and the truth, and every 
one that doth this, is (aid to love and makea lie, when 
he doth love and ſet up any thing that is not the truth, 
which every thing that is loved and ſet up by man or the 
humane nature, is a lie and not the truth, and all lies 
and liars are of the devil, who ſhall together with and 


CHAP.IIT. 
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the works of their own hands, which is their own Righ- 


Mens riehteonſneſſe examined - 


CHAP. III. 


The fall of mans Righteonſneſſe hom it came, for what | 
— hoe he fall of the J how it __ what, | 
and when.That men and devils do betray themſelves, 
are caught in their own ſnares, beaten with their own | 
Weapons, and hom. 


A Nd now every thing that exalcs it ſelf, or is by men 
exalted, ſhall be brought low, but he that humblerh 
himſelf or is humbled,ſhall be exalted, Luke 18.14. 

And the Righteouſneſſe of men, had it never been ex · 
alted, it had never bin caſt down; but for indeavouring 
to be high, it became low; to be heavenly, it became 
earthy; to be holy, it became filthy, and ſo by ftriving to 
be that which it ſhould not be, as to have a name good, 
oppoſite to ſome thing called evil, was it ſelf over - | 
come, loſt what it had, and became worſe then at the be- _— 
| ginning; & doth ſo remain till all things be reſtored again | 
$1! | toan unity, as in the beginning. 
2 Thus the devil [in —_— by ſetting himſelf up, doth 
| caſt himſelt down;by firiving for more, doth loſe that he 


had, or make himſelf appear what he is. and ſo he that 

would be the beft, now appears to be the worff, and is 
caſt out. | | 

The devil was at firft good, an angel of light, but 
through covetcufnefle , he became evil, an angel of 
darknefſe, and ſo was caſt out of heaven into hell, as out 
4 | of light into darkneſſe (or fo appeared to be) and thus 
Iq was he the cauſe of his own fall; as it is written, he that 
| will be greateſt, let him become your ſervant; he that will | 
Mar. 8.35. fave his life, ſhall loſe it. | | 

But the devil by ſecking to be great: was caſt out; by in · 

| deavouring to ſave his life, loft it: for in ſo doing he 
4 diſcovered his own ſtrength, will and purpoſe; and ſo 

| was betrayed into, and taken with his own net: che that 
digs a pit ſhall fall into itz he that laies abaite — ta · 
en 


And wherein fevnd too light, repreved. | 


ken with it, and ſo bring upon himſelf ſudden deſtruRi- 
on: as Fudas in betraying his maſter, made way to h 
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himſelf, and many ſuch Judas t we have — — ſeek Matlz7 


to betray the people of God, but in ſo doing they betray 
themſelves; for by diſcovering their own ſtrength and 
ſtratagems, the wayes wherein they walk, and wea · 
ponts wherewithall they fight, they are thereby over- 
come, met in their own wayes, beaten with their own 


weapons, kill'd with their own ſwords, or judged aut of g 
alt be jud 


their own mouths; For by thy words thou th Ic 
ed, and by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned, there- 


fore thou art inexcuſable O man, whoſoever thou art 


334155 


ev. 13. 
1035 


that judgeſt; for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou con- Rom. 2. . 


demneft thy ſelf; for thou that judgeſt doſt the ſame 
things. | | 

And now the ſword and weapons which thoſe men 
will take to defend themſelves, and to fight againſt the 
xruth( like the devil who will uſe Scriptare for his own 
ends )are the words of the Apoſtle Peter in his 2. Epiſtle 
and 2. chapter, where he is ſpeaking of falſe teachers that 
ſhall bring in damnable hereſiet, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themſelves ſudden 


deſtruction: together with many ſuch like expreſſions as. 


they will uſe, not knowing that they themſelves are this 
ſort of people here ſpoken of, that ſhould thus deny the 
Lord leſus Chriſt, which I through the power of the ho - 


ly Ghoſt, by opening of this chapter, ſhall make them 


appear to be, and ſo turne their own weapons upon their 
own heads, or like David, kill Soliah with his own ſword; 
whip the devil with his own rod; and ſo I come to the 
chapter which is to be opened as follows 


CHAP.IV. 


| 1 Sam. 17. 
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Man's righteouſneſſe examined: 
CHap. IIII. 


All ſin forgiven , and in what ſence all nen are ſayd to 
be "ſos and how: of falſe teachers that deny Chriſt, 
hom and what they are: that they themſelve s, or the 
wor ſt of men are ſaved, and how. 

An Expotition upon the 2. Epiſtle of Peter and 2. chapter. 


| Verſe 1. But there were falſe prophets among the people, even as 
there ſball be falſe teac bers among vou, who privily will bring in 
damnable here ſies, even denying the Lord that bought them, &c. 


Fo. this then conſider, firft, That all the Apoſtles, do 

4 in all their Epiftles, freely hold forth the Lord Jeſus 

Heb. 7. 27 · Chriſt as a perfect ſacrificc fully offered up for the finnes of 

12-53-10» the whole world, and in full ſatisfaction to the Fathers 

1 juſlice, never to puniſh for ſians again, he having made a 

full end of all ſin and tranſgreſſion, for all people, though 
they all ſee it not, and how he hath commanqed his Goſ- 
pel ot Remiſſion of ſinne, Peaee and Reconciliation, to 
be preached to ali people, for the bringing in of all people, 
that they may ſee it, both Jewes and Gentiles, Turks and 

_ Infidels, bondmen and freemen, circumciſion and uncir- 

cumciſion, them that are afar off, and them that are nigh, 

2 Sam, 14. Without reſpe& of perſons, and that whoſoever ſhould 

14. bring any other doctrine contrary to this, they were to be 

Ro. 2. U 1. accurſed. 

Gal. u 8,9. But there ſhall be falſe teachers among you, ſaith Peter, 
as there were falſe prophets among the people, that ſhall 
deny this, as that there is a full endmade of ſin, & ſa deny the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, and they are ſuch that will not endure 
to hear of their own ſalvation, but in their own waies, 
and upon their own conditions, and ſo deny the Lord that 
bought them [yea them] and is ſalvation to them though 
they know it not; I am yoar ſalvation, ſaith Chrift, be 
what ye will, who you will, and where you will, there- 

AA.4. 12. fore look unto me all ye to the ends of the earth, and be 

Ho. 13. ye ſaved. For I tell you there is ſalvation in me and none 


10. other, therefore look unto me all ye that are _ 
2 (ou ca 


And wherein found too light teproved. 
dead and in darkneſſe, and I will give yeu ſalvation, life and as 
light, but you do not yet know me, faith Chriſt, becauſe John 5 40. 
you believe not, therefore you deny me, and will not 
come to me, yet I am your Saviour. 

And now may the work of men, ſo called by men, ſay 
that though Abrabam be ignorant of us, or we ignorant of 
the faith of Abraham; yet thou O God art our Father: and 
though Iſrael or the beſt of men, ſo called by men, acknow- 
ledge us not as to own. us for bretheren; yet thou art our ji. 63+ : 
Redeemer, whoſe name from everlaſting is merciful and 16. 
gracious, that though we belleve not, yet thou art faith · Exod- 36. 
ful; in manifeſting thy own name for the pardon of ſin, and — % 
cannot deny thy ſelf. RE» 13: 

And now all you in general that deny the pardon of fin, iſaiah 53* 
& cannot acknowledg a free and full diſcharge of all fin and 
iniquity whatſoever, to all creatures whatſoever of man- 
kind in Iefus Chriſt, you deny the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, nay, 
you deny your ſelves to be in Chrift, and herein make your 
ſelves appear to be thoſe falſe teachers which Peter ſpeaks 
of, or at leaſt followers of them, who deviſe, bring in and 
maintain thoſe damnable hereſies, the dofrine of devils, 
denying even the Lord that bought{ you, ]& ſo bring upon 
your (elves ſudden deſtruction unawares to your ſelves, be- 
ing overcome with that ſpiei t of Angichriſt,the man of fin, 
or (on of perdition, who reigns in you and all that believe 
not, at Children of diſobedience, this is he that will not Pan. 24 
have all fin and tranſgreſſion to be finiſhed and at an end, 
but would have ſome to remain that ſo he or the devil 

might Rill have a kingdome. | 
And this is he that will not have all mankinde to be 
ſaved, though the word it ſelf holds it forth; yea for theſe: 
damnable hereticks, ſo called, and that yet believe not, 
elſe Chriſt bought them not, but he bought [them] yea 
them that deny him, even the verĩ eſt rebels that are, did 
he buy, and receive gifts for, that God might dwell among pan. 9 55 
them, and be one with them in their apprehenfions, he re- Plal. ss. 
fuſed not to be with the worſt of men, bus did viſu them, 
therefore he redeemed them, that being the way, he un- 
a i ; = C : Gs 


er- 


10 Mans Righteouſneſſe Examined: 
Luke 1. dertook to do it, even to be with all men in all conditions; 
iſa 52. 9. 48 it is written, he made his grave with the wicked,and with 

; 5 the rich in his death, that is, wicked and rich in themſelves, 
that they all might be raiſed or made rich to Jive with him 
in bis life, not ſome but all: for as in Adam all died and 
became wicked, rich and full im themſelves; ſo in Chriſt 
all are madf alive and become righteous, rich and full in 
web. 9.28 him, be having taken away the fins of all by being with all, 
1 Tim. a. and now appears as all without fin unto ſalvation for all 
6. in due time to be manifeſted to all. 


CHAP. V. 
Many particulars opened concerning Chriſt, how and 
what he is; wherein is manifeſted what it is to deny 
bim, and who they are that do it. 


Rom f. 


1 now this is the damnable hereſie and do&rine of 
devils,todeny that there is a ful end of fin for all men 
To deny Paſt, preſent & to come, in the Lord Chrift who is the ſame 
the par- yeſterday, to day and forever: and this is the denying of the 
don of Lord Chriſt, to deny what he hath done, and ſo deny that 
5 ble he ie come, which in fo doing you deny the Father and 
Reef. the Sonne, the Father ſending, and the Son ſent: but bad 
Joh. 8. 19. J9# believed in me (ſaith Chriſt, ) you would bave believed in bim 

| that ſent me, but you have denyed both in denying me, and 
in denying me, you alſo deny your own ſalvation, and ſo 
periſh ia your unbelicf, and do fo remain while you (do 
not believe, or) have not « full affurance that you your 


ſelves are ſaved. 


Object. But fome will ſay, we deny bim not, but confeſſe and. 


believe in him, therefore you ſhould make it appear in 
ſome perticulars how we deny him. | | 
wo Ianſwer, how you deny Chrift. | * 

F.Partic” Pirſt, in very words you do deny him; for . Chriſt 

s the ſalvation of all men, and the end of all 
114i. 33.6. the end of the law, and if you in words de deny this, as 
Rom. 10. that all men are (and may be) faved, and that all fin is 
6 pardened by Chriſt and in Chrift, what do you then but 
deny Chcift?, - Secondly, 


as he is 


> Nero <->, 


, N 
» _—  —— — — ay 


Aud wherein found toolight;reptoved. ir 
Secondly, you deny Chriſt in denying his commands, 
and he commands you to love your neighbour as-your ſelf, 1 John.3. 
(which in ſo doing you fulfill the whole law) but how do 23 _ 
you love your acighbour as your ſelf, when you would * 
that your ſelf ſhould be ſaved, and not your neighbour? 


And how do you then Iove as brethren, which is alſo the 


command of Chrift too, that you ſhould love one another, 1 Cor-12. 
you being all members of one body, as of Chrift, who will 12. 
have you all to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of im. 2.4. 
the truth, and not that any ſhould periſh ( or be damned) I 
though you your ſelves would have ſome to be damned (as ,,_ .. _ 
that they are whil they do not believ, wherein you alſo deny 
the will of God, though you ſometimes ſay thy will be 
done) and ſo you make Chrift an imperfe& Chrift, when 
you would that any of his members ſhould periſh, they all 
making but one perfe& man, 2s it. it written, We are all 
the body of Chriſt, and members in particular, and by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one „whether we be 1 Cor. ia. 
Jewes or Gentiles, bond or free, and are all made to 33 
drink into one Spirit being joyned to the Lord, who is one 
Spirit, and ſo ſhall all partake of one ſalvation, as of one 
Chrift, which to deny, is to deny Chriſt. 

Thirdly, but you alſo deny him in your life and pra- 
iſe, he being the life in which all men ſhould live, and John 8. 
the light in which all men ſhould walk; for he is the light '* 
of men, and the life of men, and ſo a rule of life unto... , _ . 
men, and if you in your apprehenfions walk not in his Kr 
light, and live not in his life, as making him your onely pfal. i. 
rule, [Stay] and all, but to walk by any other (as ima- 


gined) rule, light or guide, then by Chriſt who is your law 


and rule written within you, or to be led forth by any other Heb.$ 
(as imaginary) power but Chriſt, who is all power in — 
himſelfe and all men, what do you then but deny Chriſt ? 18: 
whoſoever walks not as one that is already ſaved, he denies 

Chrift who is his ſalvation, and as one that is not already 
redeemed, juſtified and ſanfified, he denigs Chriſt who is 

made all chis unto him, and hath done all this for him. | 
Fourthly, Jeſus Chrift,(alfo) fulfilled all rĩghteouſneſſe, & 1 Cor.. 
— „ * righteous 31. 


„ K p 22 —— Ee 
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12 ur rigbteouſueſſe examined: 
Nat. 3. 13. righteous duties whatſoever [io called] be they what they 
will, under any adminiſtration and diipenſation whatſoe- 
ver, both of Law and Goſpel for us, in whom we have done 
the ſame. Then he that ſees any thing yet to be impoſed 
upon him, as a duty to be done by him, more then to be- 
lieve in him, at in one that hath freed us from all duties 
(whatſoever) after the fleſh,and taught ut to worſhip God 
(onely) in and by the Spirit, as in and by himſelt, (chere be- 
ing no other way of worſlip now preſcribed manifeſt or in 
John 4. force, but this which is Evangelical and in Chriſt) he denies 
what Chriſt hath done, and ſo denies that he is come: «nd 

this is Antichriſt. 4 
Col. 1. 21, Fifchly, Again Chriſt doth preſent every manſ as himſelf) 
22. ſpotleſſe and blameleſſe, perfe& and pure before the Father, 
Eph-2. 6. and all men in Chrift, are now dwelling with Chriſt in the 
Joh-17-21, ſame glory of Chriſt, which is the glory of the Father [God 
3 2% himſelf] who loves them as he loves himſelf, all which is 
3 * 2, declared by himſelf,as by Chriſt who is himſelf manifeſt in 


12. us, & he that believes not thie, or hath not this mauifeſtation 
in him, he believes not Chriſt, but makes him a Iiar, and ſo 
denies Chrift. a 

lohn 10. Sixthly, Alſo he that makes God and Chrift to be two 

30. diſtinct perfone, and not both one and the ſame, the Fa- 


ther and the Son in one ,onely the Father appearing as a 

Son to us and in our apprehenſions, which is Ged decla- 

1 Tim-3. ring himſelf, or God manifeſt in Fleſh, [even us, | whereby 

we appeare tobe himſelf, he denics Chrifl, and he that can- 

„not ſee himſelf one with and in God or the Father, whom 
Ss Chriſt hath ſo made as one, he denies Chriſt, 

Seventhly, He that is aſhamed of Cbriſt, & will not own him 

nin all conditions whatſoever for fear of men and their re- 

| proaches, he is a denyer of him,and is alio denyed by him: 

Mar. 8. for he that is not with me, is againſt me; and he that denies me on 

haſt. earth, kim will I deny in beaven. 

Eighthly, Ieſus Chriſt is all & in all, as ſaith the Scripture, 

Ephe. 1. he is all both manife#® & unmanifeſt, he is all & all is him, all 

Col. r. 20. things being in him, or was given to him. if ſo, then there is 

Pſa-2.8. not any thing that is not he, and he that is not every thing, 

Ioh 3.33. | | cl(# 


ON * 


And wherein foun dioolight,reprooed. 
elſe how is he Al and in all; but he that ſees knows or con- 
ſeſſes any thing whatſoever bath viſible and invifible, to be 
any thing beſides Chriſt, only ſin, and not Chriſt, God or the 
Father to be All in all, and All of all, without diſlinction; 
only that ignorrnce which men have concerning Chriſt and 
is nothisgʒ he goes to ſet up another Chriſt, as making more 
Chris then one, and ſo denies the true Chriſt, who is all 
and but one; wherein he alſo denies himſelf co be a member 
of Chriſt , notwithſtanding he is one though he knows. it 
not, and being ignorant of himſelf being a member of Cbriſt, 
be denies Chris. | | 

Ninethly, JeſuCbriſt is the alone King, Prieſt & Propbet, reign- Iſa. 30 
ing, ruling, offering, and teaching in men, who makes all x 
men Kings, Prieſts and Prophets, to reign, rule, offer up, Rev. l. 6 
and teach with: in, and as him in themſelves : He then that | 
ſhall confeſſa otherwiſe, eithet in word, life or praiſe; 
as making man or himſelf to be either of theſe, diſtinct from 
Chriſt, or that enquireth of any man ( as man) any thing 
concerning Chrift, more then of Chriſt, he denies Chriſt. Eze.14.7+ 

Tenthly- Jeſus Chriſt is one immortal,incomprehenfible, 
unlimitted, indevidual divine being, the unction, I TI. 117. 
Holy One, and anointed of Jod, who is unconſined to 2 
any time, place or perſon: He then that ſhall confine Chriſt — 
to any one particular time, place or perſon, as comming at 
ſuch a day to judgement, fitting or being in ſuch a place, Las 
as local heaven, appearing in and as ſuch a manner of per- 
ſon, as flefh, bloud and bones, more then comming at all x ki. U. 27 
times, ſitting and being in all places, appearing in and as; Pal. 139. 
all things | yea all things whatſoever] tin only excepted, he 778, - 
denies Chriſt. 

and now from theſe particalars thus opened, being a 
clear diſcovery of what it is to deny Chriſt, you may gueſſe 
who they are, and whether you your ſelves are not of this 
ſort of people» that thus deny the Lord Jeſus ChriR. 


7. 205 
2 Is 


Pro. 8. 


Rom. 8. 
Ezek- 16. 


? 


Job $35 


* 


Ann r rizhteonſueſſe examined: 


5 Cn Ax. VL | 
How, though we deny Chrift, are we his; and he cannot 


; denyns, 


Ut thou gh you deny me, Caith Chriſt, jet are you mine, and 1 

annot deny you ; for having once loved mine own, I love them 
to the end, and from eternity I delighted in you ( yea in all 
men) and though you (as all men) have fince fallen by 
your finnes from me (in your apprehenfions) yet this ſe- 
parates us not, ſecing nothing can, but I am fill thine. 
And bthold thy zime(or the time wherein thon waſt fallen) 
was then a time of love, or then was my love manifeſted 
in helping thee up, wherein I ſpread my o&irt, or my gar- 
ment, which is my own righteouſneſſe over thee, to cover 
thy nakedneiſe or filthy garments, thy own righteouſnefſe 
together with thy finnes, chee fo thy filthineſſe might no 
more appear, or finne be any more ſeen; yea I ſware unto thee 
and ſhall not repent, I entered into « new and everlaſting co- 


. © venant with thee, and thew(agein)becameſt mine, yea mine own 
or mine only ſelf. 
And now ſhall Ideny my ſelf? which 1 ſnhould if 1 ſhould 


deny ther, or any thing which the Father hath given me: 


bu he hath given unto me thee and all things with thee 


[yea all things whatſoever] and I cannot loſe or deny thee 
or any thing, all being but my ſelf ; but while thou denieft 
me, as-not to believe in me, I do appear to thee; in thy ap- 
prehenſiont, as to deny thee, that is when thou haſt not a 
clear apprehenfion of me, of what I am, or ſhould be to thee, 
then thou beholdeſt me. as one to deny thee; and from hence 


! ariſes our denying of Chriſt. 


} 


And whereig foundtos light; reprated. 


CAN VII. | 8 
How none ere to teach but Chriſt, and none me are io hear 


but Chriſt: what it in to be taugbt: ofthe works , 


Sith: how and what they are: wherein is manifeſt 
the faith of falſe T eachers, andthereward they have , 
Ge. 


D beloved, you have before had declared unto you 


many particulars concerning Chriſt, how and what - 
he ir, and how every ſpirit in man that ſpeakes nos fo of 
him, according to what is here declared by the Spirit of 


God in me, according to my apprehenfions, is the ſpiriz of 
error, Antichriſt, and the dev1],and is(as the Scripture ſaith) 
a falſe teacher, adenyer of Chriſt, and a ſeducer of the peo- 


* 


ple, which every man is that fits up himſelf as a teacher in 1Jo. a. ac 


the room of Chriſt, to do the work of Cbriſt; ſeeing that 
according to Scripture and Divine Infpiration, there being 
no other teacher, which we now are to hear, under this 


Tze. 14.75 
Iſa. 30. 4. 
Att 9.37% 


ſecond covenant,but Chriftor the anointing which is in ur; 1 Uh 2 
And becauſe to be tanght is to have all thoſe particulars be- 26, 27. 


fore mentioned, as one God, maniſeſted in us, which is 4 
work only fer himſelf as à Son to do, and man as 1 or a- 
ny the? cas do no more then declare what the Lord hath. 
done for him». and cannot make others believe the: fame» 
or teach others what he it taught; becauſe to be taught is to 
receive and poſſeſſe the thing teached [| even Chriſ which 
none can give but Chriſt, nor receive hui by the operation 
of the divine power in them, & every one that hath not recei- 
ved this manifeſtation at not ſinding the work to be wrought 
in binvhe is a denyer of Chriſt & is not yet taught by Cbmſſ, 
and doth ſo remain while thoſe works of Chrift are unmanl- 
feſt to him, for h is works declare him, and by his works 
is he manifeſt what he is, where he is, and when he doth 
teach. | | TR 

And now are thoſe works of Chrift , as of faith which is. 
Chrift, wrought in ther? If they are, then art thou ravghs 


lf nies 


| 16: Man righteauſneſſe exqgrined: 
of him, and haft learned him: then ſayeft; that thou haſt 
Iam. a. zol ſaĩth, let it appear then by thy works, for faith witbost works 


Gal. s. 3, dead; but I do noi mean the works of the Law as of bon- 


4 
£ 4 5 dige» but the works of faith or the Spirit as of liberty, and 
Mat.17, Chy faith is manifeſt in this, when thou canſt ſay to the 
20. mountaines and to the hills, as to all impurity and imper- 


Iſa. 35. 9, —_—_— fears, troubles , ſorrows, ſin, death, hell, dark- 
— neſſe and the devil, Depart from me, or avoide Satan, have 


nothing to do with me, thou ſhall not tempt the Lord thy God; 
alſo to puricy, perfectneſſe, Chriſt, heaven and happineſſe, 
Come to me, bewith me, and no more abſent from me, 
without which thy faith is but a hypocritical dead faith, 
or no faith at all; or if it be faith, it is but the faith of 
, who believe and tremble, or believe and are dam 
ned. | | 
And ſuch is the faith of theſe falſe teachers, who hold 
damrable berefies, even denyinſ#\the Lord that beught them, and 
who periſh in their own difobedience, in not obeying the 
Who de- truth: you I ſpeak to that cannot yet ſee and believe an end 
in. of finne, and walk as without ſinne, in the light of the 
Add 13. Lord Jeſus, you it is that deny Chriſt, that believe not, 
8 8 — periſh: as ( periſh ) you all do while you do not be- 
eve. 


Jam-2,159. 


| Cu Ap. VIII. 

A furt her diſcovery of falſe Teachers hom and what they 
are: That for gain they buy & ſell the Goſpelʒ That their 
Judgement lingereth not, and their damnation ſium- 
bereth not, and how. 

1 Verſe 2, And many ſball follow their pernicieus waies, by rea- 

ſon of whom the way of truth ſball Le evil ſpoken of. | 
Verſe 3. And through ccuereuſneſſe (þ all they with feigned words 

male merchandize ef yon; whoſe judgement now of a long time lin- 
gereth not, and their damnation ſlumbereth not. 


Hoſe falſe teachers that deny the Lord that bought 
them, are they that follow their own crooked perni- 
cCious waies, and not Chrift, but caufe the way of Chriſt 
tobe evill ſpoken of, and all that follow him. And 


Aud v berein found too ligbt, reproved. 7 1 


And now let eyery one examine himſelf, whether be be 
one of.theſe that will not follow (but deny) the Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt, who hath bought them, & paid his own heart - 1 Cor, 6. 
bloo for them, that they might become his: but they . 
having eycs full of adultery go a whoring from him, and OTA 
like wanton widows tall in love with other lovers, which ap, 
they naturally are inclined to, as to their own perniti- » 
ous wayes, or the wayes of men which they onely know, 
who already have damnation, becauſe they have calt off 
their firſt love, and ſo like Natur al beute beaffs , knowing jude 1 
onely the things of nature: deceive their own. ſouls, and 
cannot but ſpeake evil of the things of God, as of things 
they know not, and ſo perifh in their own corruption or 
corrupt knowledge, the knowledge of evil, from which 
they cannot free or diſcharge neither themſelves nor o- 
thers, and ſo beguile doth themſelves and others. 
Thiele. are they of whom the way of truth is evil ſpoken» 
or chat ſpeak evil of the truth, who through covetouſ- 
neſſe, and with ſeigned words make merchandiz: of the 
people, feed and inrich themſelves by them, and ſo go con · Mic. 3 nt. 
trary to the exhortation and practiſe of the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, whom they pretend to be the ſam :, afficming that 
their doctrine is the word of God, and they the Miniſters of 
God, ſent of God, as the Apoſtles were, to feed the flock 
of God, 18.the Apoſtles did,butinftead of feeding the flock, Ez. 34 
they feed themſelves of the flock 3' and ſo make merchan- Chap. 
dize of the people. | 
Theſe are the falſe teachers of which Peter ſpeakes, and 
bids us to beware of, who bring in dannable bereſies, denying the 
Lord that bought them, and with fejgned words and ſeducing 
Spirits (as the devil, blind the minds of them that believe not, 2 Co 4 4. 
erſwading them, that the only meanes to beget faith, is 
hearing the outward word preacht by them. 
But beloved, this is to deny Chriſt who is the Author 
and finiſher of our faith, and who is himſelf both the 
word and the preacher, the gift and the giver, according lieb. 1. 2. 
to cheſe Scriptures, lohn x. Heb- 4. 12,13. Rev. 19.13. 
Ha. 50. 4 6 1. 1. Rom. 10.15. Luk · p. 35. Rom. 8.32. | 
D - And 


— — — — — 
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Aren, Righteonſneſſe Exam : 

Aad theſe are they that vun hefor᷑o they wore ſent, I i- 

Ber ent them nor comnandril them, (faith God) yet they raws 
what to do? why, to rob me of my honor of my glo · 
, and of my people; and to fer up themſelbes, (there 
lch. 10.8, fore ſaith Chrift, } A thar ever went before me were thetves ani 


Re. 18. 13. robbery, they wo ke aw ay my peopis for mught, they cover their means, 


But their judgement now of « long time lingereth not, 
or hath not bin prolonged, bat is come ſuddenly upon 
them unzwars tothemʒby the appearing of ſeſus Chriſt, in 
others #5 in che Saints, at which time of appearing their 
damnat ion Is alſo maniſeſt and come, and how no longer 

2 Theſ. 1. ſlimbers nor ſleepes, but awakes und is manifeſt : For tbis ro 
8,9,10. the condenmativs, that lis bt is eome into the world, and be thit bee 
levet not (or lires not in it) is condemned already; or is in a 
ſtate of damnation while he doth net believe; and who are 
they chat believe! not; but theſt falſe' teachers, together 
with all their adherent», that cannot yet ſeen full end of 
fin, and fo deny the Lord leſus Chtilt who heth given an 
end to ir, but their reward is fiel l and damnation. X 


eh CAF. IX. 1 

Not to ſee or beleeve @ full end of iin, is damnation: what 
is meant by the ald world, Sodom and Gomorrah: 
of the torments of hell, hom and what they are, in 4 
flea, Oo. „„ 

Ver. 4, 6,7, 8, . For. if God ſpared not the Angels that ſinn d, 
but coſt — — . the old world, but overcame it 
withthe floed, an d turned zbe Cities of Sodom and Gomarrah 
into afbes,&'c | | 


A Nd now all you that fan, or fee evil to remain, the 

Lord will not ſpare you; but you have your reward, as 

ſure as the 4rgels which firſlſinned had theirs, as ivis written; 

ler. 23.14. I God ſpared ot the Angels which ſinned and ſo forth; but caſt 
234 them down to hell, deſtroyed che old world, which typifi- 


ed the old man, overthvew Sodom and Gomorrab, wh ich 7 * 
a 


fied the corrupt ſtate of nature, ſurely he will not ſpare 

you, that being an example for ybu, and all fuch that 1Tim-s. 
({hould after live ungodly, or in that corrupt ſtate of na- — 9 
tare the old man, without the knowledge of Chrift , or 22 
the new man but yon are already in heil and damned, ly- 

ing under the wrath of an angry God, where your judge- 

ments are not yet taken off, in your apprehenſions, neither 

will or can while you ſee ſin or evil to remain ,or any part 

of the old man ia you, but youſtill periſh in your own corru- 

ption, or corrupt knowledge, the knowledge of evil, which 

is that filthy City Sodom aud Gomorrah : For Sodome and Ge- 

morrab is but that filthy garment ſported with the fleſh» even 

the corrupt ſtate of nature, or old man» in which our Lofd Re. 1 1. 8: 
and Saviour was crucified, and with which garment all | 
that weare it, do fill accuſe. blaſpheme, and charge the 

Godly, or thoſe whom the Lord hath delivered from its 

and doth deliver dayly, even as he did Lot, who was alſo 

vexed with the filthy.converſation of the wicked Sedomitr 

even as we are accuſed by theſe who yet weare this filthy 
garment» the knowledge of evil, or old man, which a 

do that are not yes renewed in the (pri of their minds. 

or regeneration, to ſee an end of ſinne, and \uncleanneffee 


at all things in them made neu; but have their eyes ſtill fe. ar. 3. | 


fall of adultery» beholding uneleanneſſe, and cannot ceafe 

from ſinne, in that they cannot ceafe from the knowledge 

of ſinne, who are now. in this day of jadgement damm 
and caſt into hell, where they are puniſtied wich the devill = 
andfalle Prophet, in hell corments, as terrour of conſci- ke. 20 10. 


ence, ignorance of mind: ſorrow of hearts raſkneſſe of fpi> What the 


rit, diſcontent, envy, wrath» malice;and fo forth, which torments 
they burn in, and are tormented with: this is the reward oi helare 


of ſinners. 
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Alan i righteouſneſſeexamined:s - 


C H A P. X. E * 

What it is to walk after the fleſh, to deſpiſe government, 
and | peak,evill ofdignities; how, and what they are, 
allin a myſtery, | 


Verſe 10. But chitfly them 1hat tralk after the fleſp, in the Iſt 
of unc le arneſſe, and deipiſe government : preſumpiuous are they, 
ſelf-wiileds they are not afraid to ſpeak evill of dignities. 


AN ſuch are they that walk after the fl-(h in rhe luſt of 
uncleanneſſe, &c. to whom there is condemnation al- 
Jade 7. ſo, or as Fuſe hath it, they ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire 
which is to burn and conſume that fleſh» or old man, in and 
after which they walk · But what is it:co-walk after the fleſh, 
that we may know who they are that do walk after the 
fleſh, and that are in hell and damned» ſuffering theſe tor- 
ments, as it ſeemes they are and do while they ſo walke? | 
anſwer, To walk after the fleſh is to walk in dar kneſſe, as in 
the knowledge of ſin or evil; and he that walkes in dark- 
neſſe, walkes as in the night, and knowes not whither he 
Joh. 1.10. goth, who is ſtill doing the works of dar kneſſe, and 
ns cannot come to the light, becauſe his deeds are evil ; 
oh. 3-19» and his reward is hell and damnation, in that ke hath no 
20 affuranceof heaven and ſalyat ion. 518 7 
Ila. 33.12. And there is no man whole deeds are evill; and hath not 
ſhut his eyes from ſeeing of evil. that will come to the light, 
burt he is in darknes even until now, and loves it rather then 
light, he will not eome to the light, Jeff his deeds ſhould 
be reproved: for light reproves evil, which is darkneſſe, and 
Ich 16.8. will no longer ſuffer it to be evil, but change it into good. 
Rom. 12. Ther fore doth evil hate good, and datkneſſe light, becauſe it 
21. would not loſe it ſelf, or the name evil, but would be ſtill- 
( as ſomething)oppoſit to light and goodneſſe. 
And theſe men in whom this evil (or darkneſſe)is, or do 
Rill know evill, cannot endure the Jight, which will have 
Plz. 139, Al things to be good, as lite it (elf, even God, to whom 
11,12. light and darkneſſe. is both as one. And 


. © Andwherein found ids light zeproved. 

And now doth good condemne evil, God condemnes the 
Devil, lighi condemnes dar kneſſe, or now is the world of 
dark neſſe and evil condemned and overcome, by the world 
of light and good ( God Himſelf; for this is the condemnati- 
on, that light is come into the world, or God who is light 
is come, and men love dark neſſe racher then light, be- 
cauſe their deeds are evil, and ſo walk after the flelh in the 
luſt of uncleanneſſe. | | 

And now thoſe men that thus walke after the fleſh, in 
uncleannefle, as in the knowledge and acting of ſinne, they 
walk under the law, or firft covenant in the ſtate of nature» * 
or old man: where theic minds are blinded, they loſt, and | 
the Goſpel hid to them, and where they have fellowſhip -- 14 
only with the devill, the prince of this world, or natural 4 
ſtate, knowing and judging of things after an out ward ap- 
pearance which they ſhould not do» and ſo walke according . 
to the courſe of this world, and the prince of the power 3 1 
of che aire, worſbipping a God after the fleſh, as here or 
there, in this way, or that way; this form, or that form, 
which ĩs to tye or limit the Holy Oae of Iſraelꝭ who is not 
tyed to any thing, and ſo not to be ba eu in any thing 


but in ſpĩrit and truth, as in the Lord Jeſus. | | 
And theſe are the ſcoffers thas Peler ſpeaks of in his third Ih 43. 
chapter, which fhould come in the laſt daies, walking after 
their own laſts, oppoſiag Chriſt and his Kingdome ; and 3 
ſo deſpiſe government, and ſpeak evil of dignities, that is, Eccl.) 2 
theſe ſcoffers» fleſbly walkers, filthy dreamers, or theſe 
that live in the fleſh, or old man, as itis written, Old men, 
that i-, theſe In whom the old man is, ſhall dream dreams, 
be preſumptuous, ſelf. willed, following theic own inven- 4 
tions, as the old man, or ficlt Adam dothztheſe, I ſay» beigg ' ' LY 
not born: to the new man, or the new man being not borm 
in them» wherein all ſelf and ſelfiſnneſſe is deſtroyed, de ſpiſẽ 
government, and ſpeak evil of dignitie:, that is, they would 
not have it to be where it ſhould, as in Chriſt, but they look 
upon ic in men as ſomething beſide Chriſt, whom they = rs 
would ſet up in the room of Chriſt:ro worſhip and honour — 


as Chriſt, which all do that worſhip and honour ce as.” 


things 
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Mav's righteonſneſſe examined: 


things, whom God would not have to bs honoured: or had 


Iam- 2. 1. 
1 


in reſpect of men, as it is written / Have not the faith ef the Lori 
Fefws Chriſt, the Lord of Glary, with reſped of perſons, one more 
then ener if you have, the Lord will deſſroy that 
faith, and account not one man better then another: for 
to Chriſt all men are alike; and reckon not man to be any 
thing, bui God all, who is all. 

But he that will have man to be any thing, who ſhould-: 
be nothing, or aſcribe any greatneſie to man (as man) and 
not all to Chriſt ( as Chi itt) be denies (and ſpeaks evil of) 


14-9:6,7- Chriſt, as not knowing that all Government, Power and 


Grcaineſſe is laid upon his ſhoulder, given to him, and is 
him; wherefore honour him, follow him, and ſpeak 
gogd of his name, and then you will be true ſervants 
of him, ſpeaking evil of nothing, whoſe reward will be 
bim, or he himſelf will then be your reward. | 


Crnar,. XI. 


Of the good and evil Angels, how and what they are; of 
. the onc accnfing and the other excuſing, the one. cur * 
ſed and i he other bleſſed: that to ſpeak evil of any 
man i wot to follow the example of Chriſt, but the 


dſevil; and ibey are ſuch who live and walkin ſormes, 


| Keb. 1. 14. 


Mat · 4. 6. 


Mat. 1. 20. 
Luk: 1. II. 
22+ 


in a dream, io Zachariab in a vikon;&c.” | 


| outward morſbi ps, & c. according to the fleſhs 


Ver. 1 1, 1 2, 13, 14. V leres Angels which are greater in power 
and might» bring not railing accuſaticn againſt ibem befere the 
Lord;but theſe as nat ru l lruiie beaſts, &c. | 


A Neds(arcondingro theScriptureJare miniſtring ſpirits 
A ſent forth to miniſter good to a people,alwayes watch» 
ing for good over them, declaring the love of God (o 
ihem in Jeſus Chriſt, and fo they are the manifeflations 
and appearances of God in a pcopſe ( Jcfui Chriſt himſelf.) 
We read that when God appeared in a diſcovety to any of 
bis people: n Angel is ſaid to appear unto them, a5 to Foſeph 


Put 


El wherein found 40s IR br, proved. 23 
But yon will ſay, that Angels did ſomecimies appeat inthe 
iLencite of nien, as to Alrabam and Lot. It is true, every 


[ 
| 


Gen. 18 2. 


: p s 
one in whom theſe maniteſtarions of God are, they are (in Che. 1951. 


Scriptuce) ſaid to be Angela. When Paul came de ehe Gelen S7 8.16. 
any they received him as an Angel, even as Chrift Fellts; 
and ſo the Angels of God in men make men Angels, 26 
Chrcift in them makes them Chrillians : Ic 1s written, He 
fball come with all bir Angels; it is alſo written, He ſbal com? Nl 
with all bis Saims every ſpiritual man therefore is an Angel: The · 3. 
of God, but every natural man is an Angel ofthe devil, 
az eyery eppearance of evil in him is. theſe ſſ drt 
men (or good Angels) are greater in might and power 
then the other, becauſe Chriſt who is all power is in them, 
whereby they are ſirengthexed with all might,and they bring no Col. 1. 11. 
railing aceulation againſt any, ſuekher can they) becauſe 
th. are equal with the Angels, and (y they are the children of Lu. a0 36. 
G d, bein the chiidren of the reſwrrefiion; but the other (even The rec 
natural men) in whom the devil is, they are alwayes ac- ſer is the 
cuſing, judging and condemning they know not who, and devil. 
for they kaow not what, and fo ſpeak evil of the things 
they kaow not, which they ſhall and will do, while the 
devil (the accuſer)is in them, and not overcome and caft 
out by Chriſt the exoater ) who accuſeth no man, but ex-. 
caſech all meif; condemneth none, but juftifierh all, Faber Re. 12. 1 
forgive them, they know not what they do: Thus he prayed fot oP "4 
his enemies, 1 | E — 

Bit to ſpeak evil of men or any thing, in whom God I 
or Chriſt is, is to ſpeak evil of Chtiſt, to whom all men 
and things belong, and ate given; and to accuſe men whom 
Chriſt aacuſeth not, is to do contrary to Chriſt, and how 
do we then. follow the example of Chriſt? nay, in 
accuſing them we alſo accuſe Chriſt, For what ye ds unte 
theſe, ye do wita mes but if any doth accuſe or fpeak evil of © 
any min, or thing, it is from a giſiſty eon ſcience of their 
own, or the devil in them; and not from the knuwtedge 1 
of God, neither the example f Chriftoc his Angels; for ne 
they bring no railing aceofetion sgainſt aay, Chriſt ac- wk 435 
euſeth none, nor ſpeakes H of none though enemies to 24, 45. 

| | ö him, 


F 24 Aue righteonſueſe examined 
3 him, yes and that will not receive him, the good Angels 
Rom. 14+ will not accuſe us before the Lord, Chriſt will not accuſe 
10. - us to the Father let us not then one accuſe another, though 
wee differ in judgements: for as we were all condemned in 
one condemnatĩon, ſo we are all ſaved in one ſalvation, even 
Chris. | 
| Again we reade of Chriſt, that when he diſputed with 
the devil about the body of Moſes, which were the people of 
Moſes, or adminiſtration under which they dwelt, that he 
brought no railing accuſation againſt him, but ſaid, Tbe 
| Lord rebuke thee, Satan; let this be our example when we diſ- 
Jade 9g. pute With any, though wicked men, not to bring any rail - 
ing accuſation againſt them; but if they are in an errour, 
ſay, The Lord rebuke them, correct and change them, though 
it be the nature of ſome, out of malice and envy to ſpeak 
evill of us, accuſe, judge, and condemn ut, cate and 
. 4. 22. devoure us, as it is written, They would cate up my people like 
. t. | ' 

But they are ſuch, that walkeafter the fleſh in the luff of 
uncleanneis &c.as all do, that thus judge, bethey under what 
profeſſion they will, who as naturall brute beſts, made to be la- 
ken and deſtroped, (peak evil of th2 things that they undec- 
ſtand notʒbut they are taken in their own nets, and periſh in 
their own corruption, whoſe re ward is hell and damna- 
tion. 1 
And all that thus walk, will like the devil be ever accu - 
ſing, judging and condemning all that walk not with them 
in the ſame form, and run not with them in the ſame ex- 
ceſſe of riot, taking pleaſure in the ſame things, commit - 

ting the (ame adultery, walking under the ſeme curſe, and 

ſo in the ſame condemnation ;:and to every thing contrary 

to them and their judgements, forms, waies and worſtjps 

Toh.11. 33 they. will like the Jews cry, 'Bl«ſpbemy, Blaphſemy, but the 
greateſt blaſphemer, cries blaſphemy firſt. | 
Rom.2-1, But who art thou that accuſeſt? who art thou that con- 
25. o on. demneſt, and deſt tbe ſame thin uby ſelf? why, for the fame 
thou accuſefl others, thbu art condemned thy ſelf; and who 
is he that doch accuſe, judge and condemn, but he that 5; 
| | | himſele 


Iude 10. 


- 


And wherein found too light,reproved. 


himſelf accuſed, judged and condemned, which is the devill 
in wicked men, or wicked men in whom the devill is, wha _- 


are the ſame as the devil, while the devill reigns in them. 


But theſe that walk in the ſpirit as in Chrit will accuſe, - - 
judge and ſpeake evil of none, though differing from them 


in 4 but can in love look back upon all in their 
ſeveral places, where God hath fer them, knowing that 


they are where they mutt be and ſhall be, till the Lord ſhall , cor. 6 


accuſeth ie the devil. | 
CHAP. XII. 


What it is to go in the way of Cain, to follow the error of 
Balaam, and periſh in the gein-ſaying of Corah: what 
is meant by Bataams aſſe, and who rides him. 

Ver. 15,16, Which have forſeken the right way, and are gon: 
aſtray, following the way of Balaam tbe ſon ef Boſor,&c. 

B= you haveforfaken the right way ( even Chriſſ) and 

are gone aſtray( from him) following the way of Balaam 
the ſon of Beſor who loved the wages of unxighteoufneſſe 


as Jude hath it, Los ba ve gone in the way of Cain, and run oreedily | | 
Inde 11. 


after the error of Balaam for reward, accepration , or great- 
neſſe, which is unrighteouſneſſe, &c. therefore your re- 
ward is accordingly. "os 3 

Firſt, you have gone in the way of Caine, as Iooking for 
honour, acceptation, and reſpect for your own works, re- 
ligion, holy duties and ſo forth, as performed by you, 
| which atbeft is but the fruit of the ground, or an earthly offer- 
ing, alſo Calves of a year eld, which God hath no reſpe& unto, 


therefore no reward will be given but what is according to Sen. 43, 
y, and in darkneſſe, 18. f 
all che daics of your (or that) liſe, under the apprehenfion IA 
of an angrie God, and ſo in hell, and damned. Ion 3. 36. 


your offering, which is to walk ſadl 


But yo have run greedily ter the errour of Balaam, which is 
much like unto this of Caine, villing to be promoted in — 
5 . worl 


cail chem to come higher, and where they themſelves Roni 3. 1. 
onte were, but now are riſen, theſe are ſuch that are not 
accuſed, judged and condemned in themſelves, and there - 
fore cannot accuſe, judge and condemne others, but he that 


4 
N 
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20. 
Jer. 1. 10. 


26 Aus Bighteonſneſſe Examineds -. 


world, as to honour and greatneſſe, or counted religlous, 

Acts 9. though it he in the way of unrighteouſneſſe, wit h zeale 
12 of religion periecuting thole that are of a contrary Judge 
ere ment, like Saul when he was going to Damaſcus, and Balaam 
he end, to Balak, but being intercepted by the way, that you ac- 
complith not your deitgn, (as & aul and Balaam could not 

theirs, when the one was going to pertecute, and theo- 

ther to curſe the people of God) though -you (Wich Saul) 

upon your own rightzoulnefſc and z ale (as Balaa n did up- 

on his aſſe) rid: never ſo ſwift» and think your (elves ne- 

ver ſo ſure, yet jet but the Angel of the Lord, Cleſus Christ 

| himſelt )appear in che way before you; as he did before Saul 

and Balasm,this afle(your dn righteoufneſſe and zeal, )will 


quickly fall co the ground» and throw his rider, alſo ac - 
cuſe and. condemne him as. Balams aſſe did Balaam, 


Num. 22. eſpecially when you make uſe, of it to carry you on 
17. in the way of perſecuting any of the people of 
God, who walk not with you in that ſame form of religi - 
on as you do, you indeavouring to ſet up your ſelves and 
your form, in oppoſition to all things elſe; which is to 
he like the Devil; I ſpeak to any that go about to keep up 
any legal form or way of worſhip Whatſoever, in oppoſition 
Luk. 17. to the Lord leſns, whoſe kingdome conſiſts not of formes 
20.25. or outward worſhips, and who is nou throwing down all 
Ron. 14: formes, religious worſhips, and opinions wharfoever, con · 
1755 trary to himſelf (as he is) that himſelf, in himſelf may be 


all in all, and you together with all things elſe, (as out of 


Heb. 12. him) found to be nothing, when he ſhall thus come to ſhake 
heaven and earth, to throw down and pluck up, to root out and 
deſtroy, alſa to build and to plant. 2 l 

Wo be to them therefore, that have theic dwellings in any 
thing below Chriſt, or beſides him, when he ſhal} come to 
throw it down fer when that falls they fall with it, & that 
ride upon this afſe (their own righteouſneſle, zeal and reli · 


| Hoſea 14 glon) the way to heavens for in iead of carrying them, to 


heaven, it will carry them to hell. 


And thus do men ga. in the way of Cain, and rum tzreedi- 


Iy after the ercor of Balaem for ze ward, but pesiſn: in ahe 
gain · ſaying of Corab. G This 


— — — 8 
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8 AE oo; 


And wherein found too light reproved. 


This gain - ſaying of Corab, was the oppoſition. and re- 
bellion that he made againſt Moſes and Aaron, deipiſing 
and ſpeaking evil of the gift and power of God in thein, 
ſaying, Te take too much upon you, & c. but withall to advance 
himſelf, takes more co himſelf, that he might be greater 
in himſelf, as men now a dayes do: But he that exalteth 
himſelf,ſhall be brought low; he that climbs up to heaven, 
ſhall fall down to hell; he that proceeds againſt others, 
ſhall himſelf be proceeded againſt, for the Lord will re- 
ward every man according to his works, as he did Corab, 
&c. when he cauſed the earth to open her mouth and ſwal - 
low him up with all that he had or appertained unto him. 

And thus do men do now a dayes, who would be count- 
ed religious or great in the world, having a form of god - 
lineſſe, but deny ing the power; having a lie, but deny ing 
the truth: they will deſpiſe God, or the gift of God in 
his people, thas is not according to their way, and like the 
Prodigal brother, think too much others have that they 


27 i 


Num. 16. 
3. 


I Theſ.4- 


have not, who would themſelves have all thepraiſe and all Lake is, 
the glory, & would have more reſpett from God then others, Jam 3.9. 


who walk not in the ſame form of religion as them, and 
together with them, which is alſo a trouble to them, 
the which they grudge againft others, and alſo the gift 
God in them, as Cain did againſt Abel, Corab Dathan and 
Abiram againſt Moſes and Aaron, the lewes againſt Chriſt, 
falſe Apoſtles againſt the true Apoſtles, the Devil againft 
God. | | | 
But their d: ſtruction is like that of Corab's, Datban and 
Abiram, as their rebellion is the ſame, (bur Iſhall ſpeak it 
now in the myſtery, according as it i: no made manifeſt, & 
to de fullfilled) for the Lord cauſing the earth now to open 


1 John, 3. 


12. 
fo dun. 1c 


her mouth, and take into it all this their zeal and religion, 


as the legal hol ines & righteouſneſſe of men, c. or making 
it appear to be but earth, they are at a loſſe and periſh, that 
that which they have made their life and light, heaven and 
happineſſe, ſhould now appear te be but death and darkneſs, 


earth or earthlineſſe, as that which cannot relieve them, Iſai. 


fort to them. 45 


or give any true peuce, joy or com 


CHAP. 


1.2. 


Man right eonſ neſſe examined. 
CHap. XIII. 


What is meant bywells without water, trees wit hont fruit, 
raging waves, wandering Starres, how tothemis reſer: 
ved the blackneſſe of darkneſſe.. | 
Ver. 17. Theſe art wells without water, clouds that are carried with. 

A4 tempeſt, &c. | 
His is flill ſpoken of mans own righteouſneſſe, formes, 
4 ordinances,cutward worſhip, &c.which being without 
power, are as welle without water, affording no true life or 
comfort t o any that live in them, but are compared to em- 
pty veſſels and broken ciſterns. | 
Strive not therefore to keep up or maintain any of thoſe 
chings,any form,ordinance, way or worſhip, as relating to- 
mans own righteouſneſſe, &c. in oppoſition to Chriſt & his 
righteouſnes no not any diſtinction in oppoſition to unity 
for they are all denying lying vanities tormenting plea- 
| ſures; having no true life or light in them, clouds they are 

Col. 2. Vitheut water, as without ſpirit and power, carried about of wind, 
as of vanity» and as ſhadovvs they flie avvay. and are no 

more, through the ſhining of the Sun, as Chriſt upon them, 

and what is all below the Sun, even the pureſt of 
things,as below Chriſt the Son of righteouſneſſe, but vanĩ - 

ty of vanties? & ſo ſaith the Preacher, All it vanity, all is but- 

8 fleſh. and fiefh is as graſſe, che moſt excellency of it is but 
7 7% nan the flower of the field; The graſſe withers,and the flower fades, 
; becauſe tbe Spirit of the Led blows upon it, or Chriſt ſhining 
forth in brighineſſe, The graſſe witbern and the flower fades, but 

the word of God leſus Chriſt] abides for ever. 

Inde. Againe, they are alſo compared to trees, whoſe fruit 
withereth, without fruit, or having no fruit at all, but 

Lk. 153. fruitleſs,comfortleſs,nort ableto relieve a poor ſoul that is in 
16, want, they are like the huske which the Prodigal fed upon, 
when he was abſent from his fathers houſe, & which relieve 

none but ſwine{ or carnall men, whoſe nature is the ſame. 

This is that tree, the humane nature, mans own righteouſ- 

neſſe, (elf, &c. to which the axe (the ſpirit of God) was 

Mat. 3. 10 · laid, which for nat bringing forth good fruit (or fruit yielding 
| | comfort, 


Ter. 2. 13. 


And wherein found too light ,teproved. . 29! 
comfort, peace, & joy, was bewn down and caſt into the fire, root de 
& branch, never to ſpring avin, or be any thing in that nature, it 
| was caſſ into the fire to be burnt ; what fire? why, the wrath 
of. God, or the fire which Chriſt kindled, when he firſt 
appeared on the earth,which fill kindles & flames upon the Ick. x: 
whole world of humane nature, fleſh or mankind, together 49. 
with all ſelf and propriety, as the old man, fin and corrupti- Plal.9-12- 
on, till it be all burnt and conſumed and again brought 0 235 
forth anew, in the divine nature, as it is written, Ab your - * 
own righteon[neſſe(or that which you call yours) ſhll be burnt 
with firez for the fire ſball try every mans work of wbat ſort it is, 
and any of bis works, as part of the old man, being burnt be ſbaft 
ſuffer l;ſſe, but be bimſelf, or the new man, ſpall be ſaved, yet 
ſo as by fire. : my 3 
Again, this ſelf. righteouſneſſe of man, or the 311 
humane nature, together with all its legal duties, forms, 
waies and worſhips, ſo called, are alſo compared to waves 
of the Sea, and ſo they are of the Sea, mankiad, fleſh or 
tie humane nature bubling up out of that Ocean of water 
and weakneſſe, raging and foming out their own ſhame, like a fil?ꝰk 
thy garment, ſhaming it ſelf or all that wear it, and is it If4. 24.23. 
ſelf aſhamed and confounded, as all of man is, when the 3:3 
Lord of hoſts & God of Glory reignes, & when a better gar- 
| ment, the righteouſneſſe of the Lord Jeſus,is put upon us; 
which being done, ſhame befals the other, or the other is 
1 then aſhamed, and there is notbing in man that is aſhamed 
but his own holineſſe, ſelf and propriety, which muſt be de- 


3 


ſtroyed, and which had its firſt riſe in Adam, or old man. 
| | Oall you then that have yet any ſhame in you, as part of 
the old man, or firſt Adam, caft away the cauſe, as your 
| holineſſe, ſelf & propricty, & the effect, as ſhame, will follow. 
| But laſtly,they even ordinances,or mens ſpirits and opini. 
ons in them, are compared to wandering ſtarres, or glimmer- 
ing lighti, which indeed t hey are, being alwaies wandering, 
never certain, ſure or fteadfaſts but are, ſometimes climbing. 
up to heaven, or would be more heavenly, as being ſo eſleem- 
ed by men, but are again caſt down to hell, & appear to be ade 
but earthly» te whom js reſerved the blackneſſe of darkneſſe, 0 Mark. —. 
- — then 25 ; 
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/ 


| Eph, 2.1. 
} Tile, 6. 
2» 


Aan r ri ghieouſueſſe examined: 
their light being put out by the light of lights, as the light 


of the materlal Moon and Starres is by the light of the 


material Sun. 

And thus you ſee ſthe righteouſneſſe of man , as abu - 
fively uſed by him, together with all his holy duties; 
ways and worſhips whatſoever, ( oppoſite to Chrift 
the true righteouſnes way and worſhip), what it is, and 
the reward men have by it, which is to be at a loſſe & 
periſh in the ruine of it, as being overwhelmed with dark- 
neſſe and death, till by the light of lights, and life of lives, 
they are again revived and quickened,(as it is Written) After 
wo daies be will revive us, in the third day be will raiſe us np, and 
we ſhall live in bis ſigbt. = 

CH Ap. XIIII. 

Concerning ſome which draw back to perdition, & would 
intice others, who and what they are: what is meant by 
thoſe of the world, who they are, and how we 
may know them. 


Ver. 18, 19,20, 21722. For when they ſpeak great ſwelling words of 


vanity, they allure through the Inſts of the fleſh, &c. 


Nieer in this place ſecms to give us further notice of theſe 
P fleſhly walkers, how they will indeavour to allure and 
raw back thoſe that once have eſcaped from them, or their 
ways, and ther ſome after they have known the way of truth 
(as Chriſt jor at leaſt ſeemingly & hypocritically walk'd in 
it and profeſſ'd it, ,as profeſſing Chrift, may through the de- 
teitfulneſſe of their own fleſh, or much wantonneſſe, as 
pleaſing themſelves with the reward of their own righte- 
ouſneſſe, which Peter calls unrig hteouſneſſe, alſo ſpots and 
blemiſhes, be again allured & drawn back to the ways of the 
fleſh, being never wholly and truly crucified to the fleſh. 


And we alſo ſeethzt ſome, after they have profeſſed the 


wayes of Chriſt ,but were never truly called to it, have bin 
again allured and drawn back from it, as being fearful to 


come under thoſe ſcandales of true religion, as of Chriſt, 


which they ſee they muſt if they walk in it and live in the 

power of it; Thereſore to avoid it, r: ther then they will 

oſe their gcod name, the praiſe of men, fine cond 
"I an 


FRY e . hs 1 


And wherein found too light, reproved. 


and religion, which, if uſed lawfully,.-were good, and to 
live under the reproach and ſcorne of men, they will de- 
part ffom the wajes of God, and agxine turne back to 
the es of men for filthy lucres fake,” as honour, means, 


5 Fe © 
and the like, as the repute of their own righteouſneſſe, zeale 1 Tim 1. 


Ila. 2.22. | 


* 


money, and tavour, and to be counted religious, which is 


all but the riches of the world, given by the vvorld to the 
vvorld, or all that are of the vyorld;for the werld will love bis 
own, as the devil vvill love them that are his. 


John 15+ 


But who are theſe of the world? why thoſe that are not of 19. 


Gods, as being neu- borne, they are of the world, but all are 
not ofGud, or new · born, that profeſs God or the new - birth, 
as all are not Iſrael that are of Ijraell'; o not every one that ſaith 
Lord, Lord, (ball enter into the kindeme of heaven, not every one 
that walks in an outward profeflion of Godlineſſe comes 
there, or is not there in his apprehen{ionswhile he ſo walks. 

But you Lavvyers and proud: Phariſees, hipocrits, that 
vvalk onely ina profeſſion of godlineſſe, the vvay to heaven, 
be under what name you will; you that would go to heaven, 
any other way then by Chriſt, you that ride upon horſes 
and aſſes, as upon your own holy duties, waĩes, and worſhip, 
as dwelling in it without the-power;and that ſay to the works 


of your vun bands, pen are our gods» you pure, holy, religious de: Hoſea 9e 


vout men, you that pray in your families, go to church, hear 
ſermons, are frequent in ordinances & performing of duties 
. cutwardly.and in the fleth and form of it & not the power, 
you all that are of any ſect, religion, or opinion whatſoever 
below Chriſt, as owning ic to be any thing with propritty, 
little think that your ſelves are theſe of the world, and ſo 
of the devilz but I ſay no more, take heed it appear not fo. 

And ſuch as theſe who thus do walk, are not yet eſcaped 
from the pollutions of theworld, as from the ercor of theſe 


opinionsʒbut do wichall the ĩinchantmenuof the fi: th or ſelt 


righteouſneſſe, indeavour whrat they can to perſwade, allure 
and bring back thoſe that are eſcaped from the waies of 
them who do thus live in errori, as in the voorla, 
vvhich all de that live in any outvvard form, vvay, or vvor- 
fhip contrary to Chriſt, beſides and belovY Chriſt, as main- 
taining 
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n. 16.18. 


45.62. 


and it in( or by 


Va righteouſneſſe examined: 

toiniag or keeping it up in oppoſition to Chrift, whether 
it be (as it is called Eoilacpecy,Prevbytery, Independenc ;A- 
-nabapti(m, Rantiſme & the like, which is all below Chriſt : 
of theſe your affections are again taken 
up» delighted and overcome, then by the ſame are you” brought 
in bondage, & ſo become ſervants of corruption, ſerving your 
own luſts, and filling your on bell ies, as turning back for 
reward, who by good words and faire ſpee ches would de- 
— the hearts of che ſimple, and who together go into 
perdit ion. | 

And this will men do out of policy, ſuĩte with the times, 
ſpeak to other mens fancies, to ſerve their own luſts, and 
to thus accompliſh their „ in keeping men from the 
truth» they will ſpeak evil of the trueh, caſt aſperſion upon 
it. alſo upon thoſe that own it, todiſſu ade men from it, 
affirming alſo, that they themſe ves were ones come to it. but 
they found it to be deluſion, therefore they revolted from it. 
But what ſaith the Scripture? Af revolters are ſlandereri & ſuch 
the Lord will not own;or they who do revolt, have no true 
commanion with the Lord. he 

And nowthe latter end of ſuch is worſe then the begin- 


| ning, for it had been better for them never to have known 


the way of righteouſneſſe, as Chriſt, then after they have 
known it, to turn back again from it, but it is happened unto 
them ing to the true proverb, The dog, or natural 
man, it turned again to his vornit, fin and corruption, and 
the Sow that was waſhed, or thoſe whoſe fins were forgi- 
ven them, to the wallowing in the mice. - 
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